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WOOD USE STRATEGY FOR CONSTRUCTION IN QUÉBEC - A WORD FROM THE MINISTER

TTAAKKIINNGG  AACCTTIIOONN  NNOOWW  FFOORR  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE

At the closing of the Summit on the Future of the 
Quebec Forest Sector, I noted that one thing was 
certain : “The status quo is not an option.”

A mere two months later on February 14, 2008, I 
released the green paper entitled Forests : Building 
a Future for Québec, which presented various policy
directions aimed at overhauling our forestry regime.

One of the nine policy directions put forward in this
green paper, which clearly reflects the consensus rea-
ched at the Summit, is for Québec to have an industrial
development strategy based on high-value-added
products, in part by developing an authentic wood
processing sector.

Quebéc’s strategy for the use of wood in construction
is therefore a first step forward in updating the forest
sector’s industrial development strategy. Its aim is to
create profitable economic activity and satisfying
long-term employment, spur innovation in the forest
sector, increase the use of wood as an eco-friendly
material, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

This strategy reflects not only a continuation of our 
efforts to support the forest industry, but also and 
especially our desire to bring about an increasingly
necessary change in perceptions of the industry. It
seeks to link this economic activity, which is often
concentrated in outlying regions, with the everyday
concerns of all Quebecers.

This strategy represents an important evolution in the
way we understand and use wood—a renewable 
resource. It invites us, from a sustainable development
perspective, to innovate and create wealth for all
of Québec.

Claude Béchard
Minister of Natural Resources and Wildlife
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WOOD USE STRATEGY FOR CONSTRUCTION IN QUÉBEC -     FOR THE COMMON GOOD

Wood can dovetail with an environmental vision and
be recognized for its sustainable development role
because its use helps to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions while respecting the sustained yield policy
for forests and the commitments made when the 
network of protected areas was established.

Québec benefits from an abundance of natural 
resources. Hydroelectric and forest resources con-
tribute significantly to the fight against climate change.
These resources allow Québec to achieve greenhouse
gas emissions objectives more “quickly.” The strategy
for the use of wood in nonresidential construction and
multifamily housing in Québec thus contributes to 

collective efforts to create a healthier environment.

A collective undertaking

Implementation of the present strategy cannot be
achieved without the participation of those who make
up the wood products industry. The alliance of part-
ners is key to promoting a greater appreciation of
wood. It is essential that Québec society understand
and appreciate the values underlying the strategy’s
objectives—and the alliance’s role in doing this is of
prime importance.

An environmental vision
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This strategy is a first tangible contribution to the 
declaration of December 12, 2007, at the Summit on
the Future of the Quebec Forest Sector.

The government, having noted the urgency of the 
situation in the forest sector, has chosen to put 
forward the present strategy, which is in keeping 
with the commitments made by summit partners to
work to overcome the crisis and transform the wood
products industry.

The strategy aims to increase the final consumption
of wood in Québec by 360 million bd ft a year over the
2008–2014 period. In certain respects, this is not
much. However, having an attainable objective is a
smart way to start—and the objective is big enough
to be a good first step to ensuring that Quebecers
make greater and better use of their wood resources.
Concretely, this objective represents enough wood 
to build 28,000 single-family homes, which is how
many homes of this type are built in Québec during
the best years.

For MRNF, this strategy is the first step in the updating
process to its strategy for industrial development in
the forest sector.

Thus, following an initial startup phase, a new con-
solidation phase should be underway by 2012. In 
addition to consolidating wood’s position in Quebec’s
nonresidential market, this phase will deploy Québec
expertise in foreign markets. In Canada, the market for
timber in nonresidential construction currently stands
at more than 430 million bd ft. Achieving similar 
objectives as in Québec would boost demand for
wood in this market segment to nearly 860 million bd ft.

As was mentioned previously, the current strategy is
the first step in a more general industrial strategy for
forest products processing. Other development direc-
tions, including power, oil, and primary processing,
will have to build on this strategy.

The strategy will require stakeholders to show open-
ness and to collaborate through industry alliances. 
A “cluster” approach fashioned on dialogue and 
networking among industry stakeholders, research
communities, regional partners, and the government
is essential and unavoidable.

WOOD USE STRATEGY FOR CONSTRUCTION IN QUÉBEC -     FOR THE COMMON GOOD

A contribution to the declaration
“Building together…”
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WOOD USE STRATEGY FOR CONSTRUCTION IN QUÉBEC -    CONSTRUCTION IN QUÉBEC IN FIGURES

In Québec, building construction and repair spending totals nearly $35 billion9 a year. New capital

assets account for more than 85% of these expenditures, or around $30 billion dollars.

Of the $30 billion invested by the private and public sectors, three-quarters are earmarked for 

new building construction (around $23 billion), with the rest devoted to various engineering work

(transportation system, power grid, water treatment and aqueducts, communications, mines, and

natural gas).    

Outlays for new residential buildings (single-family homes, multifamily homes, and other dwellings)

total $17 billion, with the rest representing construction expenditures for new nonresidential buildings.

Nonresidential buildings include three main categories : industrial buildings (plants, garages, 

workshops, and equipment warehouses), commercial buildings (principally shopping centers, 

office buildings, and service firms), and institutional buildings (schools, hospitals, homes for the 

elderly, etc.).

Shopping centers and stores, office buildings, and educational institutions are the three main 

building types in nonresidential construction. They account for more than 50% of the $6 billion in

capital spending in the nonresidential sector.

CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN  IINN  QQUUÉÉBBEECC  IINN  FFIIGGUURREESS

9 2005 was the last year for which complete information was available as at February 2008.
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WOOD USE STRATEGY FOR CONSTRUCTION IN QUÉBEC -     KEY ELEMENTS OF THE STRATEGY

KKEEYY  EELLEEMMEENNTTSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  SSTTRRAATTEEGGYY

Objectives by 2014

Policy Instruments

Leading by example in the Government of Québec

The use of wood in multifamily and nonresidential construction :

• Innovation
• Tool development
• Promotion of a greater appreciation of wood through an alliance of partners

Financial Resources Allocated

Mfbm Tons C02 (in thousands)

Nonresidential 205 340

Multifamily 74 122

Appearance 80 131

TOTAL 359 593

$M/6 years

• Support for municipal officials 2,5

• Promotional campaign 6,0

• Innovation 5,0

• Tool development 1,0

• Administrative support 0,5

• Consolidation (2009–2014) 1,0

TOTAL 16,0








